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building ikebana

ARCHITECTLIRE 15 ALYWWYS ABOUT THE PAST, THE PRESENT AND THE FUTURS SIMULTANEDILISLY,

=AY ARY TURTORM, WHO RERAXES THIS MINIMALIST HOME

HIGH 14 THE GREEM MOUNTAINS OF T4# CARIEHEAN

WAk FORTUMNATE TOD SPEND A MORMMNG IH A VERY
SPECIAL SPACE. The howse, white on white, sits
high on a buf overloaking sea and mountains,
4 dlassic example of manmalio ContEmporany
degign,  When semor architect Gary Turtan was
agproached to sl the desgn team, he recognised
that his client had clear weas, an eye for detail. and
i pagsion for sleok and sophiticatsd minmmaism
The refationship between a homeowner and an
archatect depends much on the symbeosis of ideas
and an wnederstandag of exscution. The house
ihat | am sifing on a beaubibul breery Canbdpan
ainang 5 cleadly the product of a heghly successiul
I:I-.-.l'lr"'l.-':"'\.l‘illl

The mewr structure was 10 b bult on the sto
of a much loved family residence, Thi orginal
Pz wead flat with high ceilings, indoor gardens,
and extensve use of glass, Practical details such
45 eastern Taong Dedrogms, arge windows to

Captung pancramas Wews and sunshine, as sl as

Ehe mdreg] aten of I‘!rll.l_]il"'!j outdoor spaces ngo the
invineg areas all pecreed 10 be sound concepts. The
budding that | am stanmng mn nowy featunes mary
Gf these design elements. My hostess explains that
the afgingl darchitect had shown such foresigh
and wsion in bulldirg the first home, that par
of the brief to Turton contened the mandate to
recreate the aspects of the home that they all
leved. Turton's challenge would be in finding the
Da‘ance between reproducing the srengths of the
old design white imbulng them with new levels of
Canbbean contemporary design

The tow-year project s a well-crafied addition
o masern Canbbean architectune. It i mone than
the sum of it pars; and it 5 clear that each space
has been thowght through with greal precsion, |
enter by Crossng 4 brdge over a large reflacting
pool that showscases a bloom rg lotus clump
Thes wnwsual entrance B flanked on the right by
a dramatic mxk garden desgned and executed

by talented landscaper Peter Milne. There ks mone
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than a nod here 1o the Eastorn mfluence. This is
meffared in the ant and accents that are spotied
throughaul The owmens beed in the Far East
for @ number of yeas duning whech time they
dtiresd interesting and unusual art from different
countees 10 the regean inthedng lapan, China,
Cambsedia, Thadand andg Tinet, 18 was with these
pieces. in mind that every space in the house was
detaded before ground was ever broken. Each
el was deligred (or & paricular peece of art
of stulptire I ther colecnon. The conversaton
miaves bo the arl of lapaness flowver arranging or

kebana, of which my hosless is @ keen disciple

It 1% the disciplined prachor of amanging flowers,

Sems, and Polage In & mannes thal B meant (o

noease natune appreciation willin [he oomiext
of a strict adherence to snape, ine, and form
Thag fEnks 10 mranamalism ane overl. The practice =
ussLial ¥ conducted in silence 10 allow (e greatar

appreciation. *f do it for relaxation and | get the
cuttings from the garden "

I s pedenoe of the kebana prnciples
evenywhere | turn, It 5 the oool, dean lines and
the defining spaces that make room for beauty
The lack of clutier and congestion is very plaasing

1o both the eye and the spirt, When | ask i the

mumamalisis STyl of the home reales in any way
o the wild greenery of the tropical landscape,
UE‘-'"-!II.'Iln 4 subconsCious oontrast that throws ealh
inko greater relied or & weay of pushing back against
thie forest, she thinks for a while belom AW ING
" e it 54 Wl for me tocreate 1F|'EI"':1:|-:. a respite

fram the cuiter of everyday life " She admits that

e weas influenced by the woek of Frank Lhoyd

'r"."l'il,'||'|r and kes Van der Robe, Le Courbouser,

Richard Mpeier, and Amne Jacobsen The effect of

ABCE Artchoue lights and 3 Sramatic coreed managing the space with such precision allows
PGS VIR PR ¥ P each ditanl to be apprecated and the house hums
R IKEBANA IS A DISCIPLINED ART FORM THAT BRINGS a soothing energy. In the main beeg and dinmg
ESHT TOP The curved viarars ras abhwee e
: 1 : i . space, the honzon is a seambess blend of infinity
weaie fittire plaried with barrizo HUMARNITY AND NATURE TOGETHER IN A WAY 2 !
; | panl and ocaan, The :;_?1-1 oreated by white on
MGHT WCCLE - SOt of IR 3 FlEs 2 (1T, . a e - o [ g o =
THAT INCREASES APPRECIATION OF NATURE BY WORKING white throughout the house (the only saeption i
RGHT BOTTCR Wvaale e the Bakdsog ol a WITH AN ADHEREMCE TO SHAPE, LINE, AMND FORM a beick red wall in the guest bathroom) s effective
b et T S T L !

THIS 15 CLOSELY LINKED TO THE PREMISES OF MINIMALISM
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AR Cievan views become part

o L bS] maom's. cheigr

s Bl Clpar g rpgng & relyadng
arnbiante i this fully detailed 103 hate
EGHT BOTTON et placemant

¥ #Feery (e AR o0 memored i

MAC

peces ane thrown ndo relief. Signature pieces
such as the large “artichoke™ lights that hang
at strategic points appear almost siher Ginged
creating an effective visual Pusion that is directly
redatid 1o the light in the room. The cool paleite
2k0 alows the few colouned accent pieces suth as
the geometrically patterned fahan rug, and the
e codoured dedails such as the art on the vall 1o

pon

One of thi most dramanc feates of the design
is the intreduction of & parsal second floor that
hawses the quest suite. The seal lour de force of

this is the magnificent curved wall that nses from
figar to ceiling as you enter the home. The wall
adds & cuved feature that juxtaposes against the
straight clean bres of main living area. Turton
has nothing but praise for his clients meticulous
atberition to detail, which he says “rvalied even
y own.” | stand for 3 long time looking a1
the sweeping curve of the wall and the staircase
that wraps s way 10 the parial second flaorn 1
s 8 beautiful addition, with ils caniPevered spiral
curves and dark, focal hardwood Foors. By

gracicus hosbess sy, Mugheng, that “Snoe we

waire buelding a home that wou'd last theough our
old age, we of course, ressted the idea of going
up with another storey, bust with Garys advice, we
decided i would in fact enhance the design and
3 the ugstairs GUIBST SLHEe WiTh IS S jaSuzn and
ontenanment room was oreated.” The curved
sarcase stands out a5 the Togal paint of the Qreat
raam, risng abows the water feature planted with
bamboo, Close friend and designer, Gino Fusco,
woas the first one who saw the possibitves af a
partial second Hoor and this has proved to be one

of the stellar features of the desgn
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s deep apparecition for harmony and nature is
carried theough as one walks out cnto the deck. On
thait it of the progerty lies a stream that meanders
don @ sbeep hill, This area was once an orchand
Durt it has been Diauiifully landscaped by the late
andscane geant Chiis Talma who was known for
fis spritive management of gandenscapes. Mudh
of his deeply held love for beauty and nature
i= reflected in the gentle landscape.  Helioonias
and gingers thrive rear the water, and while the
swrrounding area is interspersed wilh dramatic
foliage there is no sense of dutter or crovwding
Each plant s complemented by its companion, a
trbute to an impeccable eye. There is even a small
woaden brdge, perfect for end- of -day reflections.
A large whang wang tree and a datura plant, heaey
with pendulious bels, guarantee an exotic mgi
perfume. | alse spot an unusual and beautiful tree,
thie Arnherstia nobils, theving on the waterside,
About the garden, my hostess says, “This is Tor my
lkebana. | gel all my cuttings from here. And 73

where | come when | want o get away ™

Back on deck, thene is an unusual sunken area,
A star-gamng pit. I've never seen one and | am
captivated by this paradoxical wiea of climbing
O 13 kook up. By climbing down into the space
that looks sirilar to water-less jacuzzi, the light
pallution from the nearby city &5 extinguished,
allonandg the sky 1o release 15 galaies. It = 3§ simple
design but one that & exiracidinady effectve,
like so many gther things in this beautiful house
On my way back inside, | am strack by the way
in which the harsh tropical sun is mitigated by
decp roof averhangs and a brise sohad, literally
“sun breaker®, with cdean geometric lines that
work i conjunction with Dnted glass to minimise
uriplgasant glare and heat. | see mixch of the
masdernnts in the home; there s evidence of Le
Courbousiers free facade, the non-supporting
walls that can be designed a5 the anchalect wishes,
in thed i, o curved wall; but there is abso the open
floor plan without concern for supporting walls
that &5 still so distinctive of modern design and iTs
hard not to be reminded aff Luchwssy bees van der
Rahe's aphorms “less 5 mare® and *God is i he
details” when walking through the cool spaces

This. buebding af enengy makes this home moee
than & surm of its parts. By observing the carefu
placement and meticulous attention 1o detad,
understand thi apharisms a bit mone

its all abowt building lkebana, M

| SEE MUCH OF THE MODERMNISTS IN THIS HOME;

THERE 15 EVIDENCE OF LE COURBOUSIER'S FREE FACADE,
THE NON-SUPPORTING WALLS THAT CAN BE DESIGNED

A5 THE ARCHITECT WISHES, IN THIS CASE, A CURVED WA
THERE IS5 ALSQ THE OPEN FLOOR PLAN WITHOUT CONCERN
FOR SUPPORTING WALLS THAT IS STILL 5O DISTINCTIVE

OF MODERN DESIGN
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